Oakland Technology Park
Statement of Problem
The state was in a state of severe recession. Unemployment was high. Governor Milliken organized a High Tech Task
Force to work toward diversification of the state’s employment base. The Task Force and the governor decided that the
state needed a technology park similar to the Research Triangle in North Carolina to attract new industries. I was
recruited from my job as Director of the Office of Economic Development to undertake a special assignment of
implementing it.

Solution
1.

2.

3.

The first steps I initiated was to
determine the best location for the
park. Different people had different
choices. Ann Arbor was the obvious
choice followed by a political
compromise of a location equally
located from W ayne State University,
Michigan State, and University of
M ichigan. I determined that the we
needed to do a market study that
would clearly document the best
location. W e organized a survey of
every technology and research firm in
the state of Michigan using every
source we could find that listed these
firms. The auto companies and major
suppliers with research labs were all
part of the surveyas well as
pharmaceutical firms, The surveys
came back with surprising results.
Ann Arbor was second and preferred
primarily by small pure research
firms. The success of the Research
Triangle was that it attracted the
manufacturing of high tech products as well as the
engineering and design folks. The preferred location
was along I-75, near Oakland University. As a
precursor of the future, one of the firms indicating their
future was Chrysler - their Engineering Director
selected the I-75 corridor.
My study of research and technology parks indicated
that pure research parks were generally small with
small research firms. That is why we came up with the 4.
title Technology Park instead of Research Park. The
larger ones included office facilities and manufacturing
as part of the its permitted use. Another key was that
it needed to be located near a university. It does not
have to be as elite as University of Michigan. It
needed to have computer programming and
engineering advance degrees to permit the technical 5.
staff continue their education in masters and doctorate
degrees.
The next step was to look for a site. As these things go
I happened to be a speaker at the Oakland University
where one of the professors indicated that the school
was having discussions in regard to selling a small part
of the university for a research park (375 acres). I
indicated that wasn’t enough land. W e then discovered

that the 750 acres next to the University was for sale.
I entered into negotiations to purchase the private
property. W e negotiated a price of $6,000/acre,
payable as developed with a minimum of 40 acres
being bought each year. Land price would increase
with CPI. During this period Comerica purchased 225
acres adjacent to the southern boundary of the site for
its Computer Center - a good adjunct.
As part of selling the entire Vision to the high
Technology Task Force and to estimate total cost, we
hired a firm to prepare a likely site plan under our
direction. That initial design assumed that the Oakland
University property would be included in the Park.
This would create a 1,130 acre technology park. The
proposed description is attached.
W e had the concept, we had the acquisition. At this
stage the governor decides not to run for office again.
The task force decides not to proceed with the
acquisition since they could not know what the position
of the new governor. Comerica, who had already
purchased property for their computer center on an
adjacent parcel asked the task force for permission to
implement the plan. W e had created a Vision so strong
that it was implemented by them. See attached article.

